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evamripaih sariputra buddhaksetragunavyithaih samalamkrtam tadbuddhaksetram

With such arrays of qualities of a Buddhaland, Sariputra, is this Buddhaland adorned.
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This lesson’s text is the refrain that closes the major sections of
description of the Land of Happiness of the Buddha Amitabha.
The script and grammar were thoroughly discussed in issue #400,
pages 20-21, and this is the third occurrence. Section five has
discussed how divine musical instruments constantly sound forth,
how the earth is golden in color, and how three times a day and
three times a night a heavenly rain of mandarava flowers falls. The
living beings of that land are also considered adornments. They,
in the time it takes to eat a meal, go to other world-systems, worship
a hundred thousand 4otis of Buddhas with great masses of flower-
rain, and return to Sukhivati to spend the rest of the day. Therefore,
Sakyamuni Buddha tells his disciple Sariputra, “with such arrays
of qualities of a Buddhaland is this Buddhaland adorned.”
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(Continued from page 5)

Showing respect with joined palms is equivalent to making an offer-
ing of flowers to the Buddhas. The body is also an atticle of offering.
A kind heart and sincerity are like incense offered to the Buddhas.
Using sound to praise the Buddhas is like incense smoke filling the air
and spreading everywhere. When the Buddhas “hear” this incense,
they follow it and come to save living beings. The assembly diligently
practices together and will not be impeded. Therefore all of these
adomments can be considered offerings.
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